Race: The Power of an Illusion

The House We Live In (Part 3)
How was scientific race theory used to explain differences among racial groups in the late 1800s and early 1900s?

Where did the idea of “The Melting Pot” come from?  What groups were expected to “melt” together and what groups were left out?

What is the relationship between whiteness and citizenship during the early 1900s?

What rulings does the court make in the cases of Ozawa and Thind?  What does the narrator mean when she says that the logic of the court was “circular”?

How have Asians been seen in the US since these court cases?

What did the Johnon-Reed Immigration act state?

The Difference Between Us (Part 1)
Who was Frederick Hoffman?  What was his argument about the fate of the black race?

What was eugenics?  What was the goal of the racial purification movement?  Why did they believe that purification was a good goal?

What was the relationship between American race science and the Nazi movement in Germany?

How did white Americans explain Jesse Owens’ success in the 1936 Olympics?  

How did Dr. Montague Cobb criticize existing racial science?

In what ways is American racial classification cultural?

Why can complex traits (like athletic ability or musical skill) not be explained by race?

What does Richard Lewington find when he analyzes the variation between groups compared to the variation within groups?

We do see differences between populations.  How can we explain these differences if we reject the idea of “race”?

